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SIR: 

Applicants herein petition the Director to invoke his supervisory authority to require 
the Examiner to examine Claims 1 1 and 12, which read on the elected species of Fig. 6 (see 
election of October 14, 2005). 

The election of October 14, 2005 elected the species of Fig. 6 and identified Claims 1, 
6, 8, 1 1-15, 21, 31, 37-39, 43 and 50 as reading on the elected species. Claims 1 1 and 12 
were nonetheless withdrawn from consideration in the Office Action of May 2, 2006. 

Claims 1 1 and 12 recite a flow rate-changing portion disposed in the second flow 
passage or the seventh flow passage. Paragraph 1 of the outstanding Office Action states that 
"there is no support in figure 6 ... for a flow rate-changing portion in the second flow 
passage." However Claims 1 1 and 1 2 actually recite a flow rate-changing portion "disposed 
in the second flow passage or the seventh flow passage.'''' The compressor 504 in the 
oxidative gas supply flow passage 501 in Figure 6 is disposed in a seventh flow passage 
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leading to the oxidative gas supply port of the fuel cell. Additionally, the compressor 504 
will inherently "change the flow rate of the discharged oxygen-off gas" from the fuel cell 
since the fuel cell is a flow through system whose off gas flow rate is dependent upon the 
flow rate of the supplied gas. Claims 1 1 and 12 therefore read on Fig. 6. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request an Office Action on the merits of the elected 
species including claims 1 1 and 12. 

No fee is believed to be required, but the Director is authorized to charge any 
necessary fee to the undersigned customer's account number 15-0030. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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